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REÁLIE 10: BRITISH CULTURE (part 2)

– SOME USEFUL TIPS WITH THE LANGUAGE
STUDENT’S SHEET:
EXERCISE 1 - USE OF THE WORD 'NICE'

 (In the following exercise, please choose from the words below to complete the relevant gaps)
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Foreigners have to be 1)_________ with the use of the word 'nice', especially when it is used by British people. The word itself has an interesting history – about 500 years ago, when 'nice' was first used in English, it originally meant 2)__________. This is because it came through early French via the Latin word 'nescius', which meant 'ignorant'. In the 16th century it came to mean 'very particular', and later on into the 19th century 'nice' developed into 3) ____________ and then 'respectable'. As you can see, this word has travelled a long way!

However, these days when the British use 'nice', it can usually mean one of two things:

- firstly, the above meaning – pleasant etc

- or it can be used politely in a 4) __________ way to express 5)___________ of something, for example:

Person 1: “Do you like my new dress/coat/haircut/car?” (insert whatever item you wish to)

Person 2: “It's nice.”
Now, they might actually think that the item in question is quite pleasant, and you can leave it at that – but they could mean the opposite, in which case what they really mean is 'It is awful!'  So, when you hear 'nice', it should trigger an alarm, and you should be more cautious about their response. For example, what you really want to hear is another word, such as 'great', 6)________or 'awesome'. Which is why men never want to be called nice... Brave, courageous, inspirational, or 7)___________ are better! And women too would prefer such words as 8) __________, stunning, attractive, or vivacious. Nice, isn't it?
superb – pleasant or agreeable – careful – handsome – foolish or stupid – non-committal – disapproval – beautiful 
Part 2 

- In the following exercises, please complete the missing word:
· GETTING MORE INFORMATION[image: image3.jpg]- [
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Be careful with the use of the word 'information' – it is 
1) ___________and never used as 'informations'! You need to learn to use the correct word beforehand – you can have 'lots of information', 'some information', or 'I have/don't have much information', or 'I don't have any information' – but NEVER use 2)'________information'. 

· I MUST HAVE TO EXPLAIN THIS MISTAKE!
Never (unless you are using a complicated form of story-telling) use 'must' in the past tense. Some Czechs, trying to emphasise that they really had to do something in the past, say , for example, 'I must had to go to the doctors'. It is enough to say 'I 3)________ to go to the doctors', or 'I 4)___________ had to go to the doctors'. It helps to remember to use must for the 5)_________ and the 6)_________– leave it out of the past. 
· WALKING IN THE NATURE? REALLY??
The wildlife and nature that is found in Britain is beautiful, but please remember that you never say 'I like walking in the nature'!! When you say this, the British person can translate it to 'I like walking in the natural', which basically means, 'I like walking 7)________', as 'being natural' means 'being as you are', which could be emotionally or physically. The problem is the Czech word 'příroda', which can mean both nature and 8)__________. The correct phrase is 'I like walking in the 9)___________'. This could save you a lot of embarrassment. 

· A 'RECEPT' FOR CONFUSION!
The Czech word 'recept' causes problems too. One Czech word can mean three different things in English. For example:
· 10)__________: a list of ingredients to cook something, and instructions on how to do it
· 11)___________: the piece of paper which you get from a doctor giving details of the medicine you need, which you give to the chemists
· 12)___________: the piece of paper you get in a shop to prove that you bought something there

Three different words for three different places (chemists, shops, kitchen), so it's important to remember them.

· THE ACTION EVENT
It's also useful to learn the difference between the use of the words 'action' and 'event'. The confusion (for Czechs) is caused by the Czech word 13) '______'. For example, a Czech might say 'I went to an action on the weekend' (such as a festival). However, in English thinking 'action' is something related with either a Bruce Willis film, or some kind of 14)________ or physical activity. However, the correct word would be 'event', which could cover such things as a festival, football 15)_______, party, or celebration. 

· A BIRD IN THE BEARD IS WORTH A BEER IN THE BEAR
It also helps to know the difference between, and especially the 16)________ of, the following words: Bird, Beard, Bear, and Beer!! When reading the words, students seldom have a problem in understanding the meaning, but how to say them is more difficult, so it seems. I have sometimes been told that I have a bird on my 17)_________, that there is a beard in the tree, that in 18)_______ there are 'The Great Beer Lakes' (nice idea!), and that the student drank five bears on Saturday night...a good trick, if you can do it! Practice saying them with your classmate, right now! 

· ARE YOU SITTING COM-FOR-TABLY?
...and speaking about pronunciation, one of the biggest errors in the pronunciation of the words 'comfortable' and 'vegetable'! It is WRONG to pronounce them, as many Czechs do, 'com-for-table' and 've-jet-able', emphasising every 19)________. Here, I can try and offer you a 20)__________ version (for Czechs!): 'KAMF-TBL' and 'VEDŽ-TBL'. Practice this, and then repeat to yourself, and then say to your classmate -  'I am a comfortable vegetable', until both of you have mastered it. 

· SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I LIVE?
And remember, when you visit Britain, you have be sure that you are living or staying somewhere. If you are in Britain short-term (a 21)_______, or for a few months etc), then you are 22)_________ there. However, if you are there long-term (perhaps a year or more, even 23)___________) then you are most certainly  24)________ there. So, for example - if you are in temporary accommodation, like a hotel or a hostel, or B&B, then you are 25)________ there, and not 26)_________ there.

· THESE FEET ARE MADE FOR WALKING
And if you walk somewhere, just say that you walked – to say that you travelled '27)_________' is quite old-fashioned. 

· TIME FOR SOME SYMPATHY
The Czech word 'sympatik' also causes problems. Czechs like to use this word when they meet someone who is 28)________, friendly, perhaps helpful and understanding, and they say 'He/she is very sympatik'. The problem for British people is that they relate it to the word '29)________', which means someone who comforts you in a difficult situation (such as a 30)________ in the family), or who is  understanding if you have a problem and they want to help you – they 'sympathise' with you. Talk with your classmate about a problem you have at this moment, and see if they can sympathise with you. If you discover that they have exactly the same problem (or have experienced it in the past) then you can say that they 31) ________ with you!

REÁLIE 10: ANSWERS  - BRITISH CULTURE (part 2) – SOME USEFUL TIPS WITH THE LANGUAGE

TEACHER’S KEY:

EXERCISE 1 - USE OF THE WORD 'NICE'

 (In the following exercise, please choose from the words below to complete the relevant gaps)
Foreigners have to be 1) careful with the use of the word 'nice', especially when it is used by British people. The word itself has an interesting history – about 500 years ago, when 'nice' was first used in English, it originally meant 2)'foolish or stupid'. This is because it came through early French via the Latin word 'nescius', which meant 'ignorant'. In the 16th century it came to mean 'very particular', and later on into the 19th century 'nice' developed into 3) 'pleasant or agreeable' and then 'respectable'. As you can see, this word has travelled a long way!

However, these days when the British use 'nice', it can usually mean one of two things:

- firstly, the above meaning – pleasant etc

- or it can be used politely in a 4) non-committal way to express 5) disapproval of something, for example:

Person 1: “Do you like my new dress/coat/haircut/car?” (insert whatever item you wish to)

Person 2: “It's nice.”
Now, they might actually think that the item in question is quite pleasant, and you can leave it at that – but they could mean the opposite, in which case what they really mean is 'It is awful!'  So, when you hear 'nice', it should trigger an alarm, and you should be more cautious about their response. For example, what you really want to hear is another word, such as 'great', 6)'superb', or 'awesome'. Which is why men never want to be called nice... Brave, courageous, inspirational, or 7) handsome are better! And women too would prefer such words as 8) beautiful, stunning, attractive, or vivacious. Nice, isn't it?

superb – pleasant or agreeable – careful – handsome – foolish or stupid – non-committal – disapproval – beautiful
Part 2

 - In the following exercises, please complete the missing word:
· GETTING MORE INFORMATION
Be careful with the use of the word 'information' – it is 1) uncountable and never used as 'informations'! You need to learn to use the correct word beforehand – you can have 'lots of information', 'some information', or 'I have/don't have much information', or 'I don't have any information' – but NEVER use 2)'many information'. 

· I MUST HAVE TO EXPLAIN THIS MISTAKE!
Never (unless you are using a complicated form of story-telling) use 'must' in the past tense. Some Czechs, trying to emphasise that they really had to do something in the past, say , for example, 'I must had to go to the doctors'. It is enough to say 'I 3) had to go to the doctors', or 'I 4) really had to go to the doctors'. It helps to remember to use must for the 5) present and the 6) future – leave it out of the past. 
· WALKING IN THE NATURE? REALLY??
The wildlife and nature that is found in Britain is beautiful, but please remember that you never say 'I like walking in the nature'!! When you say this, the British person can translate it to 'I like walking in the natural', which basically means, 'I like walking 7) naked', as 'being natural' means 'being as you are', which could be emotionally or physically. The problem is the Czech word 'příroda', which can mean both nature and 8) countryside. The correct phrase is 'I like walking in the 9) countryside'. This could save you a lot of embarrassment. 

· A 'RECEPT' FOR CONFUSION!
The Czech word 'recept' causes problems too. One Czech word can mean three different things in English. For example:
· 10) recipe: a list of ingredients to cook something, and instructions on how to do it
· 11) prescription: the piece of paper which you get from a doctor giving details of the medicine you need, which you give to the chemists
· 12) receipt: the piece of paper you get in a shop to prove that you bought something there

Three different words for three different places (chemists, shops, kitchen), so it's important to remember them.

· THE ACTION EVENT
It's also useful to learn the difference between the use of the words 'action' and 'event'. The confusion (for Czechs) is caused by the Czech word 13) 'akce'. For example, a Czech might say 'I went to an action on the weekend' (such as a festival). However, in English thinking 'action' is something related with either a Bruce Willis film, or some kind of 14) sporting or physical activity. However, the correct word would be 'event', which could cover such things as a festival, football 15) match, party, or celebration. 

· A BIRD IN THE BEARD IS WORTH A BEER IN THE BEAR
It also helps to know the difference between, and especially the 16) pronunciation of, the following words: Bird, Beard, Bear, and Beer!! When reading the words, students seldom have a problem in understanding the meaning, but how to say them is more difficult, so it seems. I have sometimes been told that I have a bird on my 17) chin, that there is a beard in the tree, that in 18) Canada there are 'The Great Beer Lakes' (nice idea!), and that the student drank five bears on Saturday night...a good trick, if you can do it! Practice saying them with your classmate, right now! 

· ARE YOU SITTING COM-FOR-TABLY?
...and speaking about pronunciation, one of the biggest errors in the pronunciation of the words 'comfortable' and 'vegetable'! It is WRONG to pronounce them, as many Czechs do, 'com-for-table' and 've-jet-able', emphasising every 19) syllable. Here, I can try and offer you a 20) phonetic version (for Czechs!): 'KAMF-TBL' and 'VEDŽ-TBL'. Practice this, and then repeat to yourself, and then say to your classmate -  'I am a comfortable vegetable', until both of you have mastered it. 

· SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I LIVE?
And remember, when you visit Britain, you have be sure that you are living or staying somewhere. If you are in Britain short-term (a 21)holiday, or for a few months etc), then you are 22) staying there. However, if you are there long-term (perhaps a year or more, even 23) permanently) then you are most certainly  24)living there. So, for example - if you are in temporary accommodation, like a hotel or a hostel, or B&B, then you are 25) staying there, and not 26) living there.

· THESE FEET ARE MADE FOR WALKING
And if you walk somewhere, just say that you walked – to say that you travelled '27) by foot' is quite old-fashioned. 

· TIME FOR SOME SYMPATHY
The Czech word 'sympatik' also causes problems. Czechs like to use this word when they meet someone who is 28) kind, friendly, perhaps helpful and understanding, and they say 'He/she is very sympatik'. The problem for British people is that they relate it to the word '29) sympathetic', which means someone who comforts you in a difficult situation (such as a 30) death in the family), or who is  understanding if you have a problem and they want to help you – they 'sympathise' with you. Talk with your classmate about a problem you have at this moment, and see if they can sympathise with you. If you discover that they have exactly the same problem (or have experienced it in the past) then you can say that they 31) empathise with you!
