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REÁLIE  11:   THE USA – history, politics, culture, famous people, interesting
TEST                                     places  and events

Feedback  based  on working with  the text THE USA from Alison Baxter, OUP

TEACHER´S KEY:
1.  Who were Pilgrim fathers ?  The story + connection with today´s life:
They came from Great Britain, didn´t agree with the Church of England, so sailed to America, to

Plymouth in the ship Mayflower. They became farmers and businessmen(animal skins). They didn´t have slaves (thinking that all are equal).
These newcomers were often ill and hungry, didn´t know how to grow crops, that´s why half of them died during the first year. Indians helped them with growing corn: AUTUMN 1621 – BIG DINNER

to give thanks God and Indians for the first harvest and food they had grown on their own. 
This is the base for today´s  THANKSGIVING = 4th THURSDAY IN NOVEMBER:
 family gatherings, feast meals, important holiday.
2.  Explain the start, development and results of the War of Independence:
By 1770  there were 13 British colonies. They had high  taxes, people were very angry, decided to fight against the British. In DECEMBER 1773 a group of men threw 342 boxes of tea into the sea at Boston = THE BOSTON TEA PARTY.They didn´t want to pay the tax on tea any more.

1775 near Boston THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL – Britain started to be at war with its colonies in America. Their leader = George WASHINGTON.

1776 T.JEFFERSON: DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE – rights to life, freedom, happiness.
(Today = JULY 4th INDEPENDANCE DAY)

1781 Americans won        1788  G. WASHINGTON = 1st PRESIDENT

3.  American  flag consists of (why):

There are stars + stripes, first appeared at the time of the War of Independence and the name of the country The United states of America.
One stripe for each of first  of the 13 states + a star is added when a new state joined.The result is 
13 stripes + 50 stars.

4.  What important event of American history started in April 1861? Write about famous
     people, places, years connected with the event and all you know about GETTYSBURG ADDRESS?
                                                   1861    THE CIVIL WAR        The South  x The North
In the South : Robert LEE       

The North: Abraham LINCOLN, general SHERMAN- after the war  he bacame head of the American Army. General Ulysses GRANT (1868 became  a president).
1863 battle  AT GETTYSBURG – Pensylvania, Lincoln´s  speech  to soldiers after the battle =

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS:“ Government OF the people, BY the people, FOR the people“

1865 – the battle at APPOMATTOX = the end of the war
5.  Pony Express was:  ( explanation, famous personality connected with it):

A service dealing with mail. 1860 – 61: from East to West and back, delivered on horse-back.

The system was: a bag of letters + a rider for 120 kilometres, then given to another rider... it took 

10 days to cross the country.

One of well-known riders BUFFALO BILL = a soldier, a hunter , a rider

He had his WILD WEST SHOW with a cowgirl called Annie.
6.  New Americans and „ OPEN DOOR“ . Explain. The impact on today´s America.
It was the policy of America. In the 2nd half of 19th century many newcomers arrived to the country:

5 million from Ireland + 5 million from Italy + other millions from Russia, Poland, Eastern Europe.
Between 1880 – 1930  about 27 million people arrived to America
In California GOLD RUSH started = 1848 people kept going there to look for gold

1882 – Chinese were not allowed to come, there were too many of them there

OPEN DOOR policy lasted until 1924.

These are roots of today´s multiracial and multicultural country with open general attitude to foreigners.
7. What do you know about The LADY?
The Lady is the Statue of Liberty, it was given as a gift by France to America in 1886. She is holding a torch in her hand to symbolize knowledge, freedom, understanding. It has been restored in recent years, there is functioning lift inside, you can go up and look around.

8.  Black Americans and their civil rights in the USA history:

Before the Civil War they lived in the South, after that they were moving to the North, that´s why
southern farmers were angry, they were losing cheap labour for their fields.There was a lot of prejudice in the south, this resulted in the existence of THE KU KLUX KLAN,the organisation where

the members dressed in white with hooded heads were attacking and murdering blacks.

Until 1870 blacks couldn´t vote, after thetthey could -BUT WERE STILL FRIGHTENED, so they didn´t.
In the first half of 19th century MORE BLACKS in the NORTH than in the SOUTH – but lived
separately:special restaurants,schools, seats on buses,they were forbidden to come into the institutions

„for white only“ until 1954.

In the 1950s a churchman Dr.Martin Luther KING started to fight for civil rights of blacks – they were breaking the law in a very soft way /e.g. refuse to use buses/
1963 a big meeting in Washington,Dr KING had a speech about new future America where all people

are equal :“ I HAVE A DREAM...

1964 the law was passed= a big success, KING was given THE NOBEP PEACE PRIZE

1968 – Dr. Luther King was MURDERED in Memphis
9. Fill in the gaps with relevant information:
a)   HARVARD is  the oldest university in the USA (in Cambridge)

b)   DETROIT is known for: car production , Henry Ford was born near Detroit, he made
      in 1908 first cheap car, Ford Model T(„ anyone can drive a FORD“)

c)   New Orleans is known for at least two things:  cradle of jazz in 192Os

                                                                         Mardi Gras Festival
d)   The windy city is CHICAGO . Why? Because of the winds from lake MICHIGAN                      
e)   Death Valley is in CALIFORNIA   The reason for such a name? It´s very hot there, 

      (1913 – 57°C).In some years it doesn´t rain at all, killing weather.

10.  What I know about ALASKA:
It´s the largest state in the USA, separated by Canada.The USA government bought it from Russia

 in 1867 for 7.2 million dollars. It became a state in 1957. Important for their exports are: fishing,hunting,gold, oil. 
There is the highest mountain of America there – Mount Mc Kinley.

11.  The Mississippi river is deeply connected with a famous realistic writer  MARK TWAIN.    Why?                
He was living by the river in his childhood + worked on a steam-boat. His real name was Samuel Longhorn Clemens.  Mark twain  = 2 fathoms(4 metres) deep water, it was his work to measure how deep the boat can go into the water, he was calling out the mark, the most frequent one was twain,which became his pen-name for short stories published in newspapers.
The most famous works: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer + Huckleberry Finn.
12.  Free question according to your choice. Write about anything interesting or important or both

       connected with the USA.
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