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REÁLIE 9: BRITISH CULTURE (part 1)  – THE WAY OF LIFE – some things you might need to know...

STUDENT’S SHEET:

In the following exercises, fill in the gaps with the correct word from the choice below.
Exercise 1 - AFTERNOON TEA
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This tea is taken generally about 1)________ o'clock. You may be invited to someone's home, or out to a café, coffee house, or tea room. You should always expect to be offered a cup of tea, though coffee is provided as an alternative, and other teas such as green tea, or fruit tea, or 2) __________ tea, as well as something to eat, such as cakes, biscuits, or 3)__________ (these are usually served with jam and cream and thus make up what is known as a '4)__________').

It is a myth to think that 'afternoon tea' would be served as late as 5)__________ o'clock. One reason is because, for an English person, that is far too late to wait for a 6)__________! Secondly, there is also some confusion over the word 'tea'. 

Tea can mean:
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the drink itself

· the afternoon tea

· the 7)____________ (this can also be known as 'dinner' or 'supper', but it can depend on where you are staying/living – for example, in Birmingham, where I come from, the evening meal would certainly be 'tea', hence some of the confusion for foreigners!

Therefore, if you are invited for 'tea', it helps to know what time you are to be there, because this will prepare you for what you can expect.

However, on the weekends, it can be different! For example, you may be invited (by posh people) for '8)___________' – which would usually be from 9)________ o'clock, and would consist of tea and coffee etc, and also sandwiches, as well as cakes, biscuits, and other assorted goodies. 

Of course, to a foreigner trying to adapt to life in Britain, this could all be very frustrating, but as the British will tell you, 10)____________ solves every problem!

3 to 4 – cuppa – 5 or even 6 – herbal – main evening meal – a cup of tea – 5  - cream tea – high tea - scones
Exercise 2 - THE BRITISH SENSE OF HUMOUR
People often comment on the British sense of humour, which is said to be 1)____________, and sometimes an acquired taste, not everyone understands it! There are many well-known British comedy shows and 2)___________, which have become popular with foreigners (Czechs in particular). For example, Black Adder and Mr Bean (both featuring 3)____________), Black Books (4)_________, Bill Bailey), Monty Python's Flying Circus (5)___________, Michael Palin) Fry & Laurie (featuring Hugh Laurie in his pre-6)_________ days), Little Britain, and the I.T. Crowd, just to name a few. 

The British always seem to be able to find a funny side in any given situation, even when it might appear serious. Indeed, sometimes the humour can be judged to be '7)_________ humour', especially if the jokes are about death, dying, or illness. Hence Monty 8)________'s famous song (which was adopted by Birmingham City Football Club), 'Always Look On The 9)____________ Side Of Life'. 
Indeed, humour is a very important part of British culture, which is why its people are sometimes gifted in the art of 10)____________ the topic of conversation. They tend to prefer superficial conversations, such as about the weather, rather than discuss anything too 11)__________ or meaningful. It can seem a bit flippant. 

bright – Rowan Atkinson – deep – Dr House – sitcoms – unique – Python – Dylan Moran – diverting – black – John Cleese
Exercise 3 - SOME STEREOTYPES ABOUT BRITISH PEOPLE – part 1
As in the above exercises, you must choose the missing word from the choices below:
· They like their 1)___________– they find change really hard to handle – they prefer familiarity, to 'keep things the way they are'.

· They can sometimes appear arrogant or even 2)____________, especially with foreigners! Most British people on holiday abroad in a non-English speaking country would expect everyone to speak English, and to be able to find British food (such as fish and chips), and British programmes on TV.

· In recent years, Britain has become a more multi-cultural society, and therefore some traditions, such as going to 3)__________on a Sunday morning, have become less popular. However, many Britains have found an alternative – cleaning the car. Take a walk down most streets on a Sunday morning, and it will be 4)__________if you don't find someone who is cleaning their car!
· In Britain these days, some people complain that too much care or attention is given to animals, especially 5)_________. Some people think that animals have more legal rights than people, due to organisations such as Animal Rights 6)__________. 

· One of the more unusual architectural features that surprise foreigners to Britain is that they have water 7)_________on the outside of the house! And then they wonder why they have problems with frozen 8)__________ in the winter!
· The Brits like to complain about everything – about their jobs/school, the weather, foreigners 9)__________their jobs, and too many people complaining...

· The British can be quite sociable and are likely to strike up a 10)__________with a stranger at a bus stop, and the topic will usually be about the weather. This can sometimes happen on train platforms, or even the train itself, but is very rare on the London Underground.

stealing - pipes (x 2) - conversation - church - surprising  -  pets - routines - groups - presumptuous 
Exercise 4 - SOME STEREOTYPES ABOUT BRITISH PEOPLE – part 2
In these exercises you have to replace the missing word with no clues, other than to study the context and guess what the missing word might be!
· It may shock you to visit an Englishman's home and to discover that they do not expect you to take your shoes off! The majority of them will walk, quite happily, around the whole house in their shoes, and they will not offer you a pair of 1)____________. There are rare exceptions when this can happen, and that is when either the hosts have had a new 2)__________, or they have had experience of being in another country where they change their footwear when they come into the home.

· Driving– remember, they drive on the left hand side of the road there, and you can drink and drive, but only a little (about a 3) _______ of beer, or a 4)________ and a half, depending on your body weight). The most difficult thing about driving, for a foreigner, will be learning who has the right of way, especially at roundabouts (of which there are many in Britain). Indeed, Basingstoke, where I used to live, was 5)__________ 'Doughnut City' because it had so many of them!
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· British cuisine – legendary...but for the right/wrong reasons? Fish and chips (salt & 6)_________, and best in newspapers, although this is (sadly) going out of fashion these days. And of course, there is the Big British Breakfast, which consists of bacon, 7)_________, baked 8)________, fried tomatoes, fried bread, fried eggs (or scrambled), mushrooms (sometimes black pudding), and toast and tea or coffee. 


REÁLIE 9: BRITISH CULTURE (part 1)  – THE WAY OF LIFE – some things you might need to know...ANSWERS
TEACHER’S KEY:

In the following exercises, fill in the gaps with the correct word from the choice below.
Exercise 1 - AFTERNOON TEA

This tea is taken generally about 1) 3 to 4 o'clock. You may be invited to someone's home, or out to a café, coffee house, or tea room. You should always expect to be offered a cup of tea, though coffee is provided as an alternative, and other teas such as green tea, or fruit tea, or 2) herbal tea, as well as something to eat, such as cakes, biscuits, or 3) scones (these are usually served with jam and cream and thus make up what is known as a '4) cream tea').

It is a myth to think that 'afternoon tea' would be served as late as 5) 5 or even 6 o'clock. One reason is because, for an English person, that is far too late to wait for a 6) cuppa! Secondly, there is also some confusion over the word 'tea'. 

Tea can mean:

· the drink itself
· the afternoon tea

· the 7) main evening meal (this can also be known as 'dinner' or 'supper', but it can depend on where you are staying/living – for example, in Birmingham, where I come from, the evening meal would certainly be 'tea', hence some of the confusion for foreigners!

Therefore, if you are invited for 'tea', it helps to know what time you are to be there, because this will prepare you for what you can expect.

However, on the weekends, it can be different! For example, you may be invited (by posh people) for '8) high tea' – which would usually be from 9) 5 o'clock, and would consist of tea and coffee etc, and also sandwiches, as well as cakes, biscuits, and other assorted goodies. 

Of course, to a foreigner trying to adapt to life in Britain, this could all be very frustrating, but as the British will tell you, 10) a cup of tea solves every problem!

Exercise 2 - THE BRITISH SENSE OF HUMOUR

People often comment on the British sense of humour, which is said to be 1) unique, and sometimes an acquired taste, not everyone understands it! There are many well-known British comedy shows and 2) sitcoms, which have become popular with foreigners (Czechs in particular). For example, Black Adder and Mr Bean (both featuring 3) Rowan Atkinson), Black Books (4) Dylan Moran, Bill Bailey), Monty Python's Flying Circus (5) John Cleese, Michael Palin) Fry & Laurie (featuring Hugh Laurie in his pre-6) Dr House days), Little Britain, and the I.T. Crowd, just to name a few. 

The British always seem to be able to find a funny side in any given situation, even when it might appear serious. Indeed, sometimes the humour can be judged to be '7) black humour', especially if the jokes are about death, dying, or illness. Hence Monty 8) Python's famous song (which was adopted by Birmingham City Football Club), 'Always Look On The 9) Bright Side Of Life'. 
Indeed, humour is a very important part of British culture, which is why its people are sometimes gifted in the art of 10) diverting the topic of conversation. They tend to prefer superficial conversations, such as about the weather, rather than discuss anything too 11) deep or meaningful. It can seem a bit flippant. 

Exercise 3 - SOME STEREOTYPES ABOUT BRITISH PEOPLE – part 1

· They like their 1) routines – they find change really hard to handle – they prefer familiarity, to 'keep things the way they are'.

· They can sometimes appear arrogant or even 2) presumptuous, especially with foreigners! Most British people on holiday abroad in a non-English speaking country would expect everyone to speak English, and to be able to find British food (such as fish and chips), and British programmes on TV.

· In recent years, Britain has become a more multi-cultural society, and therefore some traditions, such as going to 3) church on a Sunday morning, have become less popular. However, many Britains have found an alternative – cleaning the car. Take a walk down most streets on a Sunday morning, and it will be 4) surprising if you don't find someone who is cleaning their car!
· In Britain these days, some people complain that too much care or attention is given to animals, especially 5) pets. Some people think that animals have more legal rights than people, due to organisations such as Animal Rights 6) Groups. 

· One of the more unusual architectural features that surprise foreigners to Britain is that they have water 7) pipes on the outside of the house! And then they wonder why they have problems with frozen 8) pipes in the winter!

· The Brits like to complain about everything – about their jobs/school, the weather, foreigners 9) stealing their jobs, and too many people complaining...

· The British can be quite sociable and are likely to strike up a 10) conversation with a stranger at a bus stop, and the topic will usually be about the weather. This can sometimes happen on train platforms, or even the train itself, but is very rare on the London Underground.
Exercise 4 - SOME STEREOTYPES ABOUT BRITISH PEOPLE – part 2
In these exercises you have to replace the missing word with no clues, other than to study the context and guess what the missing word might be!
· It may shock you to visit an Englishman's home and to discover that they do not expect you to take your shoes off! The majority of them will walk, quite happily, around the whole house in their shoes, and they will not offer you a pair of 1) slippers. There are rare exceptions when this can happen, and that is when either the hosts have had a new 2) carpet, or they have had experience of being in another country where they change their footwear when they come into the home.
· Driving– remember, they drive on the left hand side of the road there, and you can drink and drive, but only a little (about a 3) pint of beer, or 4) pint and a half, depending on your body weight). The most difficult thing about driving, for a foreigner, will be learning who has the right of way, especially at roundabouts (of which there are many in Britain). Indeed, Basingstoke, where I used to live, was 5) nicknamed 'Doughnut City' because it had so many of them!

· British cuisine – legendary...but for the right/wrong reasons? Fish and chips (salt & 6) vinegar, and best in newspapers, although this is (sadly) going out of fashion these days. And of course, there is the Big British Breakfast, which consists of bacon, 7) sausages, baked 8) beans, fried tomatoes, fried bread, fried eggs (or scrambled), mushrooms (sometimes black pudding), and toast and tea or coffee. 
